Education

Education is an essential component that predicts the future success of children and youth.

Education begins early and achievement gaps appear before children enter school. Brain
development begins before birth, and early experiences create the foundation for cognitive,
social, emotional, and physical development. “A strong foundation in the early years increases
the probability of positive outcomes and a weak foundation increases the odds of later
difficulties”.'

National research indicates that 46% of kindergarteners are starting school without the basic
skills necessary to succeed. Children from low-wage families are up to 2 years behind in
language development." “Of 50 children having difficulty learning to read in kindergarten, 44 of
them will still have trouble in 3" grade™ Locally, approximately 45% of low-income
kindergarteners are not proficient in early literacy skills, in contrast to 32% of higher-income
kindergarteners.

Across our service area, there is a disparity in 4™ grade reading and math proficiency of about
25% between low-income students and higher income students. This gap remains steady as
we look at 8" grade and 11™ grade proficiency levels.” The trends do show improvement in
proficiency but trends in graduation rates do not show the same positive trends over time.
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